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- Or so the Edltor of t The News' telJ-s Es r Cr.rmroencing r*lth. a
historica3-1y tatally inaccurate, a*d one might .ju.stifiafu1,y sia!r
paEronisi.ng articte in the Janu*ry 6ttr issue of his 'newspapert
the Edltor st-arted, in h,is eyes, t?he Great ilehate * '/tildlife
llat'en or l",eisure lrlaLer Cer'tt re?' , aL Parkgate.
One wouLd have Lhought i;hat a trrewspaper r r*r:rth i t.e t$alttmarsh
would have discoverecl thaL tshe Great DebaIe has exi.sted i.n t[ii*
area f or a collsiderab 1e nuulrer of .vears. Evsn Lo thc extent of
a firm e,f ci.viL engineers draroring up a schemr: for a series of
Lagoons anC a rnar:ina frons the i(ess area dowr, the estuary f-owsrds
IIes$a1L, At that lirne ttrcr idea di,l not eadear 1tse1f to the
resident,s cf Parkgat.e. Hnwe'rer entrancj-ng the th':ught of permanent
r,{ater Eay be along Parkgate ehr:ueIine, i.r it 6 compl"ez argument
and there ax'e ntany rra.li.d point:;r tror:h for and agai;ist.
But Mr A11err, hotelier , of tlre Wirral Association of Leisure and
Touri sn, uho rras much quoted in che articl e , and the Edl.tor of
I The Ne'*s I t*hilst qult,e enti.Lled [o enLer the dehate should not ,
we suggest disrniss so disparagirngly ttre residents of Parkgaie,
the BSPB and cclrl$ervat.ionists in general.,
t{hi}st cost may not be i*surmountable, it certair,ly would be
euormous and r*h1l.st thr-,eradicat-'r"orr of t-he mosquito breediirg ground
may he attrar:Live, ttr* once propo*ed wideni ng of Boathouse Lane and
t,he constrilcLion of 1.argc cel: parks to cope with the e-iren grearei:
nunber of visitors lnay not he. So leu lhe debate contJnue but. u:i-th
our voice alongsi.de, if nst louder; tharr that of those peopie rvhr>
tive elsewhere in l{irra.l uho appear to knou what ts best f or us, whc
live j.n Lhie ' tiny ri v*rslde hamlet t as'The Newn ' Bditeir so
charmingly rlescribes it "
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* T}IH SAXON ST'$NES OT }iIISTON *

tJe shoul,J rxplain for iler{rr)rnerts to the $tc'ry of-the $axon Stones'
that we refei to a number of sLones whir.h have lain'eomewhaL
rregl.ecterl -anrl trilEpprecri-ated, j.B l{e's[on Pari.sh Church f cr sery
muiy ye srs. Al so f nc.tudetl ie a stone '*hich was ::escued ' aF paTt
of it i * pro ject, f ron t"he strur:ture of the church IoHer where:-It
haci been'usid in retruilrIiu6. Au tire entltusi.asLic urging of o$r
CIrairman,116 joined with the Nesl.:on Cfvic;rioc:i.ety in a project to
re(jOverr l'esearch,and to rlispiny the stoncs'si.thj-n the Parish
Church that they ru'.ty b.e beeter aFl,::eciaUed by rhis and f uttrre
generirt.ions. Continu*d. , ., .

o0c

Thie 1-ong runri-n5 pro ject, f irsr $uBBestc'.{ back in 1981r, :"s fit
I.ong l"asI nearinI compLerion " Our c$n.qul.tatl{: archaeoLogisr n Dr li.
ll. ilniue, $as gti"ett us sight o!i his proliui,nary draft ot a

Learnorl articLe, wh.ich p:-opr,rly descri.ires these stones.

The mOst substanLiai- re&ai.rrs, rfl.'preSeIt!::ing tuo piece* of rhe sane
cro!*s, appear Lo be part of a memorial to an i-nrli'ridual persoil,
and trire- iarved beLween 950 and I02O A. $ " " Althoug,h thf.a is
referred to looselr as t,he Saxon Peri-od, fhe cal:vings show Viking
inf luen(1e . sonetime ef ter t)0t ,4 ";). {: g,r.eilp of Nolse f ikings who
had settled in Irelanti-"rere Epparently exp€"tIet1 fron Dub'Lj.n and
tlren settLerl in the f sle of Man and ine Wirral penins,.llar. These
urosd f ragment.s may r+ef I then derive f rorn this colonisatian of
r.he area.
The Domesday $urvey of 1085 A.l). does not menrj.ott a chlrrch at
NesLon btrt does nentiarr a priest. A priesLts: presence wt:'uLd not
in ltself b* certeli- n eviclence of a church exl.sting at thaL tine 'hut a priest vj.th nemortai crosses doesr sttgge,!t th?t Neston did
trave i.is or,rn church before the Norrrran conquest. A ii.nk with tne
distarrt past ind+red I

Some very substantiel display stands have no'd been const-ructed
for the sfoaes and gfe nohl i.* the Parigh Ch:"rrc.h" The v*xed
question as to hgw to fix the stones go t"he stands, J.fl order that
no parlshioners feet shouLd inatlvertently be-cruehed il one were
disiodged, ;:ppears ro have been satir*fact-ority reso.!.ved with the
1elp "I siainiess $tee1 rods. trie hope therefore .chau the vrork
wili be finiehed rtritirin the next fe'* rnonths aod that the stones
and rlie hi$tory thar: surrountts theni wilL be apprec.iaterl hy all
who visit the I'lesf,oIl Parish Churcir 

G!{p

-t*:*:-i*:*:-:-l-:-:'-:-:-'3*!-:-:*i*:-:-:-:*:-l-l'-!-!-"*l-e*:-i*:
qp - rnEAirRE PARf,cATE SP

Fol,Ioning the publicat,ion in ttre last Netlr$leLter of {'ne of 3ix
newly Ctsc,rverld piaybil ls,we inclutle on the next ilage ' ons of the
;;ii;; et;yUitr*. httlro,rgti this one does noL make any mention of our
parkgate i.t-iner. ant Sam''-rI1 Ryiey it ie nevertheless a f ascinat.ing
doc6ment, and 1f the deiri.ng epilcEue t's anytliirrg tc ao by it mu$t
have been quite fln e?eningl

--.-f,*--
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Since our last I'lewslettc:"
each of a quite di"'fferer'r
their di.f f erenL waYs.

l,E have had f cur ileeLin-3,s, esch of a

shari+cter, and alI entertaining in

Tho Ann,::rl- tt:neta1 t{eebf.r.g ua.': hel rl 'i-n *ctobel flnd the f orma}
brtsirress lra$ r-ontlrr:re tl by our i'resirlent, .,lir* cochrane ' As

foreshaCoweti in ot,t .!-asi Nawsjttf,ilI", Jrtljurr GrenfeJ-l'' afler
f.if r.eeu yeftr:s of vaLuable s';r"viee O:l utre ccmmi'tLet'' si:epped up

uo be<.one r$i' ;J*6*presi.der'rt, ':nd !ihe:i1r: Synge *s? e1'*lcted anrl

o,elnomed to menbersiri.p cf the rtmrni-tLee " 'fhe remai.nirrg co*miItr:e
menibers lre!^e re-elecr:ed as f *11ollrb i Geof f f e.y Ple-ce {Chair ruan) ;

Cli,,'e Etl'*ards (llice-chairmen) ; Angel.a CIarke (SecreLiiry)-; Mr "-
B f $ Tayl or (ir"(i*ur.il ; Sltir-ley Sr. itI: Val"erie Pl r:ce l HurieL
.l'inlcer: l,eona:irl htalker ; Michael For:t s arrd Geof f . TeRp'

Iil his surntrra).'y of the sErst yee;:, the chairman riQtef! that an

e*ccuraging 'i*u in the r,*mLer of g,rtle br:oh* a+1d heti trelpe4 us

to keep*rhI sub:rcfipiir;l] dr-'un r]{tce agnin'

Following tlie .{G}I we '*arcired, soae of us Laost enjoyahly foI rhe

second t1me, i.r m$st interesf i.ng BBC vidoo recordilg of their two

Iicgiorn*uo atroui the River Dee-f rorr $ource t,i S*4. 'Ihe j.ncl'rtsi'ort

of an irrtervlew on l'he Pilra'"le v;i.th *ur Chaifruan made iE al} t'he

lI{Jre interesting f Clr' il$, w€' Are grrrtaf ul. to hir' I t:r' enxuring that
'a histor:caI1y corJ:Fct' rlertiPr*c'tlve o'f Parkgale r*as irrr"luded for
the benefir oI lhe r*ider v*i.wing; pu!r1tc""

i.

In November ue greatly enjover! e#&houf dia$l$nds fron Ftr J I" Fyke

of the ueLI knoiln famity 5er.,e1Ieis" I{e had *' tlazz}ing tray of
fings ror u* ro exanine et cl.ose quartefs etroving diamonds and

of,her preciour stones cernbined !:0 rliake reaILy fiuFlrl' rlAga tht:
like of *-hictrr mrlsg of'lis witl not normally 8et q'Jlte $o close Lo

ottrer t.harr ,)lt such ar occasion &e; fhi.s. Hi ia,S also gOOd enotrgh

to prfi11r:irsr.:e f.no"iu,fgealll.y sh$ut sotse of our latty neubera flnger
ri'ear r u€ trust lro ollc received*an ur:vglg,fiI€ aurprise I

In fiecember ire were unabJ-e to rieet as p"'!-anned frt ttre ParkgaLe
Hot"t, which requirerl ou:: $Orme1. venue for its *un Ch-t'istmas
festi.vities. l,l*'**ro kindly accotrrnodated ooce again eu t4cstyn
House schno"l. r.;hern I{*rgery fii.lson presenr'ed a le{'ture on rLllassical

ti;;;p;ut' . Mi;; t+:ilsIn's tlLassical vier* w6$ gr:eatl"y errpported by

; variety of 
"pil:,rr*, *nd she exarr.rpled Greel:-stvi.e pitlars in some

irrr**p**fed cnin*t* cf Liverpool inc.l-lrdiri$, r"nllkel'y as ii tnay a€€ltlr

amangst rhe AI blrt Dock hrareho{'$e$ '

our ,.ianuary nreeiinp, h*1<1 an partnership wi.th t.ire Nestnn civtc
$oc:.ery *ne i[*'uuitt"n & Souitr l,riir:ra] Local- History Soci.ety r lua$

a purricular-i;.;t, 1i0 Fet)!1e we::e pres*nt t6 hear lilizaheth
;r;;i taI-k o6f r.rr: uire rlder i B,rJ.i.riings of FItrral' . Together r*i Lh

her wide rflxge of. lnteresting slidel,her depth of' knor+I'edge and

Abi).ity t,o $ut acrcss rr nr;l irecilssarlLy irrterestifl$ suL'ject ir'
sucir a uely eS to hoIC r:u:: interee5 to the end wa$:l dolight' fcr
al.L of us *hq were f orir:nate enc'uglt to be preser'L'

As y()u will" h"ave seen f
h.as uanaged Lo arrang*
a rarge ot toPicc uh.ich

*f*ri{
ron Fage one, tlur Secrctary Ange1a Clarke
our neir th:"ee t.alks whj"ch once aga'in t:"rver
we hope uil! prov€: o{ i:rLeres[ Lo you all.'
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g{Er-JgE$*!g$,ier--Eas-EEr--Igis-i{s* t 3 l
fsarurdsy AuAusE 3l-st i7fi?.t

I Enrbarke rl on boarC the !ti)+r'se".-fi , f or Parkgflte "

ldelgtred anclior ar ei,ght i"n t he *venlng. Betueen
irine and teI} oli !iundaf n|}s'"'ning,, thr: flaptain asked
me if f ruor:l.d n*t..i*'3 t"o pra}'eiYlr **ifih Ltiern' Aft
viro rere able t* cref-p out: were l+i 1Lerrg3-y present.
Af uer prayers .i proachrd oil Proverbs :i.17 [Her ]rf]ys
iir:r) wayfi of pl.ee*ant&ess, nn'i *1'1 her pachs are
peacel. lile harl Ercflrce any w:ind uhe;r l- hegau; but
white .t was preactriag it sprung *P I and hroughu u3
i.o P.lrkgal:e, betveen si:e a*d $eYen. lionday, Sep.
2nd, i rode Lo Cihesler. '

*
Three yeals }ater j.n f765 John l{r,s}.ey is again in Parkgate, bu;
f inds i:hat the elj.{f iculLies o{ travel by se& to }trtrli.nr rorhich so
depend.ed upon a favourable u'lnd, are frustrati.ng, his plans so ire
rie;rart.s fo Liverpocrl"' Jr

rTuesdoy i.pril 26th L765'

As sever$11. ships r)ere rearly Lo -qeil f rom Parkgate'
I wa ile<t therr: Lr*o tlays; but the r*inel contlnuring
f oul-, oE flrid*y 2q'ih f cr osserl oYor to Liverpool . f
t/lis *rrrprj.sr:d at the evening collB,reg6Eion,pa'rtj.cuIarl3r
on a Sunday . So tlrat L i*a s lrof s\)rr y the !,lind c.ont'inued
io the same poj nts. ori Mcnd*.y o Tuesday, and lrledne$day r

orly i-t snif i:erl on Werlnpsday norni.nl',, oti whi'cit $oiBe

impor.[8,flI carpt€rin,$ rrai.led irrmediate !-y. Bya i n a f e'.r

hoirrs it cane full we$t ag*in; s$ that they were gLad
t0 get well beck. t

Ildes]eyts ltro::ks, VoL.3rFgs.1{)7 & ?.06J

*ApparentlF John WesLey lrread,e d not irr i:requently ar' St. Thouras
Park Lane , Li.,rerPool .

.,--t*!9u{sJIgBsrrg,u*
0n Sunday 22nd !{ay l$Bfl an opcn air service is pl*nnerl 1:s take
plaie in Parkgate, :l"L wil"l cornmemorate Jahn Wesley's personal
commit,ment to the c&use of Merhodi.sn. It i.m intended that a
procession wj.11 f orm on Farks Fietd at 3 Pil, consist.ing, of"
ieprese$t.ativee of the llethodist Church circuiL with theit'
banners, They uill then nrarch to Mostyrr Square* .[er! ir J"s hoped
by ir Salvatic,n Army hand, An ecum*nj-cal eervlc'e t*'il-1 t-hen be
frefO, conducted from t.i:e churchyard 'at" St Thomr:s, Parkgate, rorith
th* assembled congregation rhr.rnging fhe Square belor'. 1f the
weather is ki"d, it shnuld Lie a splendid evenr:ln the br*sE
trarii.tians of Parkgate's outtloor community s.ctivitien.

o tj o Oo tl o,")cr Oo0 n O o C oO oOo O o 0 o
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! R?-.LA,L C4SSI i:L: :A$:iL'Ls.L-ULegBL.P*{-ssi-*tr' jyi.
0i.C you knou thuI r"he auxiliary s{"ei?$ porereci clipper rltuyal
Charter I , wtiic.ir irecs.lne orie uf the ,rosr lrag:ic anil f amous r*recks
:in Br"iLisir maritice irist:arf, s*jieri d,t:r,n t1* Ilee pBst Parkgate
aL Lhe rery sirirL of it:* sh*rt t:r.ir fateful l"lfe?
The rFoyal. Char[er I hlas * large *hip .f .rr .i.i,:r duy, c,f 217Lg ret.
tons, and l;lJt> i:eet (irJ],5m) r.rr lerrgi:h hi:t uit,h a freebcard It.he
hei.5ltrt uf ttie rJeck ctbot'o the see.j ';f an11" 6 ft+et (1,8m), Litt,lc:
entrugh ysu woul.,l tlii,nk f or its voJiageni betvetrr Engla:rd a.nd
Austra.!"ia. Br:t ii- Ha* lri,t t,trr* oce&$ se&sr that cl-e,!-med hel eud
r'ogi of irrr pacsengsrs a::ri *re,..i, trut the roc.k.s ot tlle north
{:oast of Ang3"e$ey. $n1-y s{im{: fift'1 niles frum wfrers she uas truilt
aL $andycrt:ft, Fli-ntsirire fl#ar Queensterri nrr lhe R.i"ire'r Uee she
fr:uldei'ed i.n tlie enrl.y h:r:rs oi. Lhe morniiig fin i.lednesday 26itt
0ctober I859, of f Fi*elflre i n AngIe$rny,

Sire r{as Launehed of n*cessiLy s;,ldeways et S*td-l'cr:l:'f t o tiut L;n1y
r+ith difficult.v and u{ter sc}rcnnel had been dng, after rhe irrit.ifll
atteu!pt ot launch her trad fai.Letl. iihen everit"ually site di{: prr:ceed
dor*n the Dee she grorinde,:l {in a $andbank flear F}:.nt. Ttrj.s rlamaged
her strf f lcienti y bot! ! y t* requ.i re her to -be drydocke.l f nr rep*irs
in LLuerpr:r:-!..
I,,le can enly guess a r {is to Lhe vi-e r* she presenterJ LCI Lhe resldents
ui: F*rkgate alt those y*ars ago, b';t witsh irer three tall $e$ts arrd
her thin Litt.te f unnel L:ct-rseen main a*d fiiazzen she nust have bearr
a pretLy sighL on her waJ' i;o the open $e&*

I3uilt rsith an i.:ron hui 1, Lhe yarcl where she tli{st huilt Ltas a1srl an
ironworks, her two hladed screr\t bi.?s nove.l l-n that it ccrrtld be
rai.."*ed out rrf Ihe ualer igtren rof; in use to retluqe the rjrag wlril st
oply i;rrder sa i1 ,

Tire misfcrLuiles uf. lh* rRoyaJ, Ci:;ircerf coutinued on her malden
volrrS* to Austral ia i.rhen she hail to rcLur,i trr Plyruouth wh*n she
lifos fclundr ln a gale o*f Finir.isterre, Lcl he unroannseable due tr-r
ihe excersi.ve &mount of hallast Lhnt irad been placed j.n her, Sonre
four hundr:ed tons of sand !:a1.l.ast n*eI:e reutoved from her a;rd Ehen
her f ortunes hrer€ L+ cheng+ f c,l che betrer". She mrrde passage norrt
in t-he ree.ord Lime o,f jnst SCI r.lays uCI lleIbourne. A i*agnificent
f eat uhen it i* r:ons:i.dered tlrat in the previous f -i ve murrths the
f ast,est passage of & shJ p f rom Hngland r-o Australta !,ras 91 days.
He r ovners vef,r: no!t, r+e11 pleeeed.
lirraever in 1859 tiie 'Roya.L Chari.err bv nou a fa*ous and we.t.t-
respectecl vessel, r{a{r to $fli"1 f rorn Hel hott.ne with some ,rg3 peop}e
on boal'd. " of rr'hom un1'r '.!cl rr/Lf re tc sur*,i.re that Lempestuous 0ct,oher
ai"ght ;tn Dulas B*y, A,rg1.*:;ey, She i,ras Eo become knoun *s the
Gol.den \dreck c'n accoriRt ot the large quanLiLy of AusLralian gol.C
on bnard her. At that: cime the AuLctra1is.1 go.[d rush u6$ bc;oming
and some f"322,&l+A *IorLh ot bull j.o:r lres .tigneti f or by rhe Captain
as cargo. in arjdit-inu i-t' ttrj"s ilIie pa$seng+:rs lr,ere carryinB their
()h/!': personal (ortn*ec; r'ri.Ih lirern in gr.t-d coin, nusgefs and. gold
dust. A.tthough the "esr n:ajr,riIy cit fhe l;u]"1-i*n carso w&s succ+ss".
fu.LLy saivaged and mos'; of fhar wiX]rin a coi.'p1e of montlis of the
rreek takirrg plac*, Icc:rr1 .l4celf:re f,ami.l"ies diC i* fi$ny cases reflp
a valuabS.e harvesr ansngst ttre rccks a:rtl ',rLong the beaeii in the
r,'icinity pf tlre wrecl<.

A tragi.c end it; one <tf
days, passing dcwrr the
cperi riea.

ttre marry ships that started thej"r aailing
Ilee ec'roris from Farkgrrte on their lray Lo the

o,Jo
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The buiirier.t, T{edf ow, hav* depart.ed and 1ef L us tij t.}r a most
&rtract-ive new roatl .i-n Parkg:ake, arguad the Ersundc of }lostyn
Houee S*h':.,i1. Tc; th*sE: tlew residents rqho l.ive kli*:r'er or elsiowtrere
in iiarkgat+:, uelcorileI We hope thnt menf of thein vili- be encourageil
by r)ur preseltt memlier ship ls come a1*rrg to sur meetinBs, tlf coursc
they uculd be nost wnlccu,e Lcr jain the $or:iety, a*iJ to ir*rip us keep
a katchfill But i}l}t- unsyffrpnt"hetj.c eye "")tl Pa::hg.at-e anC irs eriv{ron:5.

*fi-c*0*$^'(: -0.-

The fleurs t(irentell I'nrk.' uail srrggasicd by
$oon as the fian€ sign* to tP, make a .f irli
Parkgele's ilost cirsi-"i"ngtrt$he,J p&st residen

tlie Scci-ery antJ r,,ii 11r &s
ng :recogrri tion 0f one rtf
Es.

'-S_lrJLi tf re-*- '. o*qeo* !:SSSLe-ll'
Erirish medic*1 rriss:icnary, br:r'n February ?8th 1865, he became house
surgeon at tiie i,ondan *loopt t *1 . Betn-g L{rto?es;teC in Lhe l{ort'h $ea
fisf,ermen, hr: fitte(I crlL the first hl.*pital shi.p, and eetabl-istrerl
1-;rnrl nissi.CIn.q and lr*6re$ fcr Ili*ir E$€r In IB93 lte went bo Labra,do:r,
brrilt f our hospi.rals, anri siarted various lneLitutions f or ther
f i-Erhermen. lle uas knlsirf *d i.n 192?.

[ ! fHfl MOSE RN ESCYCTCIPAEDIA ' c . l9-18 ]

/ltl/l///tl/l//l/is'i/t1/l/llt ti///ttl/l!/i//tlltti//llll/lllillil//{
-YYTTYf. 

l?,T9Y1TT-
As fhe newslel.ter ia being writl:en, in lare January, xviLh a co].d
ul"nd blor+ing it is a pleasa;rr proBpe(1t tra J,ook torward f o Spri.ng,
uhich wj"!"1 be soffieuhat uearer: try th.e ti"me you recej.ve 1'r-rur copI.
lie frrerI am sure yrlu wouJ.d agree; nost forttlnat,l ia ParkFate to be

abl.e to enjoy nat just rhe corni.ng of the l"orrger da-r'light trours but
the f resh [rigirc gieerr n*], ]eaves on the hushes and trt]*s elong,the
tfirral Hay. W; *,ru1d dr: we}l tLl refl-ect on the farsightedness rrf
t,hos€ wtrr: saved the olti ra:L1.way line f rom pi.ecemeal disposal so;ne
etghteen years ago. We elr* alsc iti a superb position t0 enjay A 

-
*r*ii th of trJ.rdi.iEe ! noi just- thoce r*hc are atf rflcted to our garde*s '
but t.hrose tirat f reqi]*nL itr* estiuary m;'t;:$[res. You don t t have to be
a ke*n orIl6tholergisU to recogrrise dur:k in fli"gtrr:. or tire s]"ov Lurnbr:ring
Sl1eht of i-he Griy fieron, so next ti.ue you ,^,41k al.*ng The Parade kake
itre*r.inre to stop hnd tr'&tch ttre r+irie variety of bi.rclli f e that the ?'SPB

have i:ar(en under their r.ring(excuse rhe pun) f *rr ttre berref tt of at I o1:

un. Ald j.f t.hu wind is li6ht and traf iic uoise per;Rits, spare a bric'f
momeng to liscen to the birrt r:atls attd sonEs from aero$s the marshes'

0 o o * G c o o ,, Ed'

E$ qlt *.4 r 4 ;iMz$ "sqqs.$ rys.Bil$.
r IIerer+:[th the so].utiorr to the sec*nd Frire

Crossword, ydri.ch I presume d*.fi.ed colrpietion
orE.he f inancial. enticeffie$t ua.s insuf f icie:tt.
As onr:e aga-ln no comleted cross*ord uas sent
in, and ue n€i';ed anrlther t 5. In consequence
*nd Io t.tre reiisf rif the compi.I"et'they'*i1]
bE, disc,Jr:ti nued .

Bd.

Copvrighu ; 'fhe F*rkgate Soci.ety, $pring 19BS
grcre;.ar;; : Mrs A |'l tlarke, Sea trier, The Paratle, Pcrkgate.
l{er+s'letter Erli.tor : S ,{ Tspp, }/r"}Ioadlands Close, PerkgirLe.


