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TO BE MARSH; OR NOT TO BE MARSH?
THAT IS THE QUESTION!
~ Or so the Editor of 'The News' teils ue. Commencing with a
historically totally inaccurate, and one might ijustifiably say,
patronising article in the January 6th issue of his '"newspaper’
the Editor started, in his eyes, 'The Great Dehate -~ Wildlife
Haven or lLeisure Water Centre?', at Parkgate,

One would have thought that a 'newspaper' worth its 'salt'marsh
would have discovered that the Great Debate has existed in this
area for a considerable number of vears. Even to the extent of

a firm of civil engineers drawing up a scheme for a series of
lageons and a marinas from the Ness area down the estuary towards
Heswall. At that time the idea did not endear itself to the
residents ¢of Parkgate. However entrancing the thought of permanent
water may be zlong Parkgate shoreline, it it s complex argument
and there are many valid points both for and against.

But Mr Allen, hotelier, of the Wirral Association of Leisure and
Tourism, who was much quoted in the article, and the Bditor of
'The News' whilst quite entitled to enter the debate should not,
we suggest dismiss so disparagingly the residents of Parkgate,
£he RSPB and conservationists in general.

Whilst cost may not be ipnsurmountable, it certainly would be
enormous and whilst the eradication of the mosguito breeding ground
may he attractive, the once pronosed widening of Boathouse Lane and
the construction of large cer parks to cope with the even greater
nunmber of visitors may not be. So let the debate continue but with
our voice alongside, if not louder, than that of those peopie who
live elsewhere in Wirral who appear to know what is best for us, who
live ir this ‘tiny riverside hamlet' as'The News' Fditor so
charmingly descrites it.
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THE UNITED KINGDOM NUCLEAR INDUSTRY
3pm Monday 1l4th March 1988
PARXGATE HOTEL
THE WORK OF BIDSTON OBSERVATORY
8pm Monday 11lth April BN
PARKGATE HOTEL e ¥
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SHIRE HORSES % CARTERS OF MERSEYSIDE by Ted Clark of
e Merseyside Heritage Trust,
o . 8pm Monday 23rd May 1988 PARKGATE HOTEL
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* THE SAXON STONES OF RESTON *

We should explain for newcomers to the story of the Saxcon Stones,
rhat we refer to a number of stones which have lain,somewhat
negiected and unappreciated, in Neston Parish Church feor very
many years. Also included is a stone which was rescued, as part
of this project, from the structure olf the church tower wherelit
had heer used in rebuilding. At the enthusiastic urging of our
Chairman,we joined with the Neston Civic ZJociety in a project to
recover, research,end to dispiay the stoncs within the Parish
hurch that they mway be better appreciated dy this and future
generations. Continued.....
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This long running project, firsv suggested tack in 1984, is &t
long last neoring completion, Our consultant arvehaeologist, Dr X,
. Wnite, has given us sight of his preliminary draft of a
learnad article, which properly describes these stores.

The most substantial remains, representing two pieces of the same
cross, appear to be part of a memoriazl toc an individual person,
and were carved between 930 and 1020 A.D.. Although thiz is
referred to loosely as the Saxon Period, the carvings show Viking
influence. Semetime after 901 2.3, & groupn of Norse Vikings who
had settled in Ireland were apparently expelled from Dublin and
then settled in the Isle of Man and the Wirral peninsular. These
cross fragments may well then derive from this colonisaticn of
the area.

The Domesday survey of 1085 A.D. does not mention a church at
Neston but does mention a priest., A priest's presence would not
in itself be certain evidence of a church existing at that time,
but a priest with memorial crosses does suggest that Neston did
have its own chuvrch before the Norman conquest, A link with tne
distant past indeed!

Some very substantizl display stands have now been constructed
for the stones and srve now ia the Parish Charch. The vexed
question as to how to fix the stones to the stands, in ovrder that
no parishioners feet should inadvertently be crushed if one were
disiodged, appears to have beemn satisfactorily resolved with the
help of stainless steel rods. We hope therefore that the work
will be finished within the next few months and that the stones
and the history that surrounds them will be appreciated by all
who visit the Nescon Parish Church.
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Following the publication in the last Newsletter of one of gix
newly discuvered playbills,wve include on the next page, oane of the
other playbills. Although this one dces not make any mention of our
Parkgate itinerant Samuel Byley it is nevertheless 2 fascinating
document, and if the daring epilogue is anything to o by it must
have been guite an evening!
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OR THE AFFR} GhT}‘I} FAR‘%ER.
" ¥armer Harrow, . . . . . . Mr. BAILIOL
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wWEETINGS~MEETINGS~NEETINCSaMEET1NGS~MEETINGS-MEETINGS~MEETINGS~

Since our last Newslettcr we have had four meetings, each of a
each of a quite different character, and all entertaining in
theiv different ways.

o
ps

The Annual General Meeting wans held in Cctober and the formal
business was conductaed by our President, Jim Cochrane. Ag
forechadowed in our last Newsictter, Julian Grenfell, after
fifreen years of valuable service on the committee, stepped up
to become ner Vice-president, aad Sheila Synge was elected and
welromed to membership c¢f the committee. The remaining committee
members were re-elected as fellows: Geoffrey Place (Chairman);
Clive Fdwards (Vice-~chairman); Angela Clarke (Secretary); Mr.

E P D Taylor (Treasurer): Shirley 5ritty Valerie Plece; Muriel
Pinker: Leonavd Walker; Michael Fouts and Geoff. Toepo.

Ta his summary of the »nast year, the Cheirman noted that an
enccuraging rise in the unumber of gnide books sold had helped us
to keep the subscripiicn dovn nuce again.

Following the AGM we watched, some of us most enjoyably for the
second time, o most interesting BBC video recording of their two
pregrammes about the River Dee from source to Sea. The inclusion
of an interview on The Parade with cur Chairman made it all the
mere interestcing for us, we are grateful to him for ensuring that
a historically correct perspective of Parkgate was included for
the benefit of the wider veiwing public,

- % -
In November we greatly enjoved ST%bﬂut diamonds from Mec J L Pyke
of the well known family jewellers. He had & dazzling tray of
rings for ug to examine at close guarters showing diamonds and
other precioes stones combined to make really esupard rings the
1ike of which most of us will not normally get gquite 50 close to
other thaw an such an occasion as this. He was also good enough
to proncunce knowledgeably ahout some of our lady members finger

wear, we trust no one received an unwelcome surprise!
&

- - o

In December we were unable to meet as planned at the Parkgate
Hotel, which required our normal venue for its own Christmas
festivities. We were kindly accomreodated once again at Mestyn
House schaol whem lMargery Wilson presented a lecture on 'Classical
Liverpool'. Mise Wilson's (lassical view was preatly supported by
2 variety of pillars, and sbhe exampled Greek-styie pillars in some
unexpected corners of Liverpool including, unlikely as it may seem,
amongst the Albort Dock warehouses.
- %

OQur January meeting held 1n partnership with the Neston Civic
Society snd the Burtonm & South Wirral Local History Society, was
a particular tresat, 110 people were present to hear "lizabeth
Davey talk abont ihe older 'Buildings of Wirral', Together with
her wide range of interesting slides,her depth of knowledge and
ability to put acress a not necessarily interestiag subject in
such a wey as to hold cur interest te the end was a delight fcr
all of us whe were fortunate enougl to he present,

OO T
As veu will have seen from page one,our Secretary Angela Clarke
has managed Lo arrange our next three talks which once again cover
a range of topics which we hope will prove of iaterest to you all.
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WHEN JOHN WESLEY PASSED THIS WAY. [3]

t

'Saturday August 3lst 17062,

'Embarked on board the "Dorset", for Parkgarte.

Weighed anchor at eight in the svening, Between

aine and ten on Sunday morning, the Captain asked

me if T would not go to prayers with them. All

who were able te creen out were willingly present.

Afcer prayers ! preached oa Proverbs 3.17 {Her ways

are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are

peare]. We had scarce any wind when I hegan; but

while I was preaching it sprung up, and brought us

to Parkgate, between six and seven. Monday, Sep.

2nd, I rode to Chester.’

s

Three vears later in 1765 John Wesley is again in Parkgate, butl
finds that the difficulties of travel by sea to Dublin, which so
depended upon a favourable wind, are frustrating his plans so he
departs to Liverpool. *

*Tuesdsy April 26th 17653

As several ships were ready Lo sail from Parkgate,

I waited there two days; but the wind continuing

foul, on Friday 206th [ crossed over to Liverpool. I

was surprised at the evening congregation,particularly
on & Sunday. So that [ was not sorry the wind continued
ia the same points, on Monday, Tuesday, an¢ Wednesday,
only it shifred on Wednesday morning, 0B vhicli some
importasat captains gailed immediately. But in a few
hours it came full west again; so that they were glad
to get well back.'

[Wesley's Works, Vel.2,Pgs.107 & 206]

*Apparently John Wesley preaded not infrequently a2t St. Thomas
Park Lane, Liverpoocl.

ST T T I I
JOHN WESLEY REMEMBERED! 4 COMMEMORATION SERVICE IN PARKGATE.

On Sunday 22nd ¥ay 1988 an open air service is planned to take
place in Parkgate, it will commemorate Jchn Wesley's personal
commitment te the cause of Methodism, It is intended that a
procession will form on Farks Field at 3 pm, coasisting of
representatives of the Methodist Church circuit with their
banners, They will then march to Mostyn Square, led it is hoped
by a Salvation Army band. An ccumenical service will then be
held, conducted from the churchyard at St Thomas, Favkgate, with
the assembled congregation thronging the Square below., If the
weather is kird, it should be a splendid event in the best
traditions of Parkgate's outdoocr community activities.
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'ROYAL CHARTER' - A Golden Wreck! Did vou know?

Did you know thuat the auxiliasry steam powered clipper 'Royal
Charter', which became vue of the most tragic and famous wrecks
in British maritime Rkistory, sailed down the Dees past Parkgate
at the very start of its short but fateful life?

H

.

The 'Royal Charter' was 2 large ship far its day, of 2,719 reg.
tons, and 336 fteer (102.5m) in length but with a freeboard [the
height ¢f the deck above the sea)] of only & feet (1.8m}., Little
£ its voyages between Ergland and

i,
encvugh you would think for i
Australia. But it was uct the oceas seas that cleimed her and
most of her pagsengers and cvew, but the rocks of the north
coast of Anglesey. Only scme fifty miles from where she was built
at Sandycroft, Flintshire near Queensferry on the River Dee she
foundered in the early bours of the moraning on Wednesday 26ih
October 1859, off Meelfre in Anglesey,

She was launched of necessity sideways at Sandyveroft, but only
with difficulty and after achzopnel bad been dug, after the initial
attempt ot lauvnch her had failed. When eventually she 4id procend
down the Dee she grounded on a sandbank near Flint. This damaged
her sufficiently badly to require hev to bhe drydocked for repairs
in Liverpool.
o the view she presented to the residents
rs ago, but with her three tall masts and
tveen main and mizzzen she must have been
to the apen sea.

We can only guess at as t
of Parkgate all those v=za
her thin little funnel Lo
2 pretty sight on her way

Built with an iron hull, the vard where she was built was alseo an
ironworks, her two tladed screw was novel in thet it counld be
raized out oi the water when not in use to reduce the drag whilst
only under sail,

The misfortunes of the ‘'Royal Crarter' continued on her maiden
vovage to Australia when she had to return to Plymouth when she
was found, in a gale off Finpisterre, to he unmanageable due to
the excescive amount of ballast that had been placed ia her., Sonre
four hundred tons of sand ballast were removed from her aad then
her fortunes were to chanega for the better. She made pagsage now
in the record time of just 60 dayvs to Melbourne. A magnificent
feat when it is considered that in the previcus five munths the
fastest passage of a8 ship from ¥ngland to Australia was 91 davs,
Her owners were now well pleased.

]

However in 1859 the 'Royai Charter' by now a famous and well
respected vessel, wasg to sail from Melbourne with some 493 people
on hoavd, of whom only 29 were to survive rthat tempestuous Oztober
aight in Dulas Ray, Angleszey. She was to become known as the
Golden Wreck on account of the large quantity of Australian gold
on board her. At that vime the Australiaa gold rush was booming
and some £322,440 worth of bullion was signed for by the Captain
as cargo. In addition te this the passengers were carrying their
owr personal fortuses with them in gold coin, nuggets and gold
dust. Although the wvast majority of the bulliosn cargo was success-~
fuily salivaged and wmost of that within a covple of months of the
wreck taking place, local Moelfre families did in many cases reap
a valuable harvestc amongst the rocks and along the beach in the
vieinity of the wreck.

A tragic end to omne of the meay ships that started their sailing
days, passing cown the Dee across from Parkgate on their way to the
cpen sea, 000 ‘
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The buijders, Redrow, have departed and lef¥ us with a most
attractive new road in Parkgabe, around the grounds of Mostyn

House Sehool., Tc those new residents who live there, or elsewhers
in Parkgate, welcome! We hope that many of them will be encourzged
by our present membership to come along to our meetings. Of course
they weuld be most welccome to join the Society, and to belp us keep
a watchfel But not unsymvethetic eve on Parkgate and its eunvirons,

Q= Qe Q= O

The name 'Grenfell Park' was suggested by the Society and will, as
sgon as the negme signs go up, make a fitting recognition of one of
Parkpate's most distinguished past residents,

*Sir Wilfred Thomason Grenfell’

British medical missionary, born February 28th 1863, he bceccame house
surgeon at the London Hospital. Being ianterested in the North Ses
fishermen, he fitted out the first hospital ship, and estahlished
land missions and homes for their use. In 1892 he went to Labrador,
built four hospitals, and started various institutions for the
fishermen, He was knighted in 1927,

[ *THE MODERN ENCYCLOPAEDIA' c¢.1928]
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*SPRING 1S COMING*

As the newsletter is being written, in late January, with a cold
wind blowing it is a pleasaai prospect to look torward to Spring,
which will be somewhat nearer by the time you receive vour copy.
We are,l am sure you wounld agree, most fortunate in Parkgate to be
able to enjoy not just the coming of the longer daylight hours but
the fresh bright green mew leaves on the bushes and trees along the
Wirral Way. We would do well to veflect on the farsightedness of
those whe saved the old railwey line from piecemeal disposal scome
eighteen years ago. We are also in a superb position to eniocy 8
wealth of birdlife, not just those whc are attracted to our gardens,
but those that frequent the estuary marshes. You don't have to be
a keen ornothologist to recognise duck in flight or the slow lumbering
Blight of the Grey Heron, so next time you walk along The Parade Vkake
the time to stop and watch the wide variety of birdlife that the RSPB
have taken under their wing(excuse the pun) for the benefit of all of
us. And if the wind is light and traffic noise permits, spare a bricf
moment to liscen to the bird calls and songs from across the marshes.
Ed.
o¢go6600oco0 oo
PARKGATE PRIZE CROSSWORDS

5 Herewith the solution to the second Prize
Crossword, wiich I presume dafied cowmpletion
or the financial enticement was insufficient.
As once again no comleted crossword wasg sent
in, and we saved another £5. In conszquence
and to the relief of the compiler they will
be discortinued.

Ed.
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